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reside in 1836), and Elizabeth Peabody, were added to the club; later, Thomas T. Stone joined it. It is worth noting that the Massachusetts Board of Education was established almost contemporaneously with the club. At the meetings, Mr. Emerson was usually present; Mr. Hedge, too, before he went to Bangor. The topics debated turned on a few central ideas: Law, Truth, Individuality, the Personality of God. The last point came up in connection with matters pertaining to Theology, Revelation, Inspiration, Providence. An extreme reaction from Puritan conceptions set in, leading some to the verge of pantheism, and to a belief in the sufficiency of the human mind to itself, in all emergencies. The conversation was at all times earnest and elevated, though there was warm discussion over some of the views submitted.
Theodore Parker describes Mr. Ripley at this time as discussing, along with Dr. Channing, " with great power of thought and richness of eloquence," the question of the progress of civilization. " Had the conversation of this evening," he records, " been written out by Plato, it would equal any of his beautiful dialogues." The conversation referred to was held in the rooms of Mr. Jonathan Phillips, at the Tremont House. At a subsequent meeting Mr. Ripley. How far they were alteredd For-             G.  B-
